
Belong to the Church.
Believe in Christ.
Become a Disciple.
 
Missionary renewal through Circles that gather, pray and give.

Supporting the work of the Pontifical Mission Societies.

Inspiring extraordinary renewal in 
the Catholic Church.



Gather Give

Circles of Missionary Renewal

Pray

Evangelisation is at the heart of the Church’s deepest identity. My 
prayer is this new initiative – Belong – brings forth a new missionary 
impulse inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

Belong represents a new pastoral initiative for evangelisation. It is 
with hope that I write to invite all the faithful to hear the Gospel 
anew and be invited afresh into participation in the life and mission 
of our Catholic Church.

Most Rev. Christopher Prowse
Archbishop, Archdiocese of Canberra & Goulburn
Chairman, Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and 
Ministry

Raise up a new generation 
in the life and mission of 
the Catholic Church.

Come share in our vision, as the Belong story begins to unfold. Our vision is simple, a missionary renewal 
through Circles that gather, pray and give.

Circles are at the very heart of our Church. They are places where you can belong to the Church, believe in 
Christ and become a missionary disciple.

Welcome to where you Belong. 



Belong continues to be inspired by the 
charism of the Pontifical Mission Societies. 
It has sought to realise the aspirations of the 
young foundress - Venerable Pauline - Marie 
Jaricot - bringing her timeless message into 
our time.

Invitation to Encounter
Circles are a place for formation and mission. 
These Circles have three invitations at their core:

1) Gather 
An invitation to belong to the Church.

2) Pray 
An invitation to believe in Jesus Christ.

3) Give 
An invitation to become a missionary disciple.

The Church is ‘a community of communities, 
a sanctuary where the thirsty come to drink in the midst of their journey, 

and a centre of constant missionary outreach.’

Pope Francis
Evangelii Gaudium, 28



Pauline Marie Jaricot fell in love with Jesus Christ and His 
Church. She longed to see the Gospel enter every human 
heart and reach the very ends of the earth. Although she 
could not respond literally to Jesus’ call to “go and make 
disciples of all nations...” (Matt 28:19), she was adamant 
that every baptised person can and must share fully in this 
mission. She gave absolute priority to prayer, considered 
each individual as precious and important, and implicitly 
believed in the principle of “infectious solidarity”! 

Her vision became reality in the Mission Society for the 
Propagation of the Faith, which she founded in 1822 and 
which Pope Pius XI declared Pontifical in 1922, reinforcing 
its universal character and its vital importance for the life 
of the Church. 

Circles that gather, pray, and give, reflect beautifully 
Pauline’s charism and bring it to life in our day.

Fr Tadeusz Nowak OMI 
Secretary General, Pontifical Mission Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith

Inspiring 
Extraordinary 
Renewal
Belong originated in response to the Extraordinary 
Mission Month (October 2019), with the initial 
resources used in over 110 countries. 

Another call to extraordinary missionary renewal 
was found in Pope Francis’ recent letter to the 
Pontifical Mission Societies, where he spoke of 
the two ‘parallel channels’ that continue to be 
close to the heart of the People of God: prayer 
and charity. 

Circles that gather, pray and give are inspired by 
this compelling vision, seeking to bring it into the 
reality of the Church today.

  Testimony

  Encounter

  Formation

   Action



Parish

Circles can form in Parishes 
including youth, young adult and 
adult prayer and small groups.

School

Teachers and leaders may invite 
students involved in education 
and ministry contexts into Circles.

Community

Circles may go beyond traditional  
Church structures, including into 
ecclesial communities.

Circles in Community
The hopeful, doubtful, committed, questioning. All can Belong. 

As small groups, Circles can gather anywhere, anytime. This could be within the context of a parish, 
university, school, ecclesial community, ministry, movement, workplace or just amongst a group of friends. 

Entry Gather

Structuring Evangelisation:
Three ‘Points’

Transition

Circles engage the Church to encounter people through 
identifying entry points; contexts where the Church can 
focus their missionary outreach.

 
Circles support the Church to accompany people through 
transition points; contexts from youth to adult, school to 
parish, outside of the faith to full communion. 

Circles provide the Church a structure to invite people 
at gathering points; contexts where the Church can call 
together the ‘community of communities’.

Belong Circles are a simple structure that bring to life the mission of evangelisation; that which is ‘the grace 
and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She exists in order to evangelize.” (Evangelii 
Nuntiandi, 14)



2..Pray 
Circles focus on missionary intercession. All formation 
resources have been designed to develop a personal 
prayer life. With resources tailored to children, youth and 
adults, the program includes key foundations for faith and 
mission formation. 

All formation programs will always be available for free.

1..Gather 
Circles gather on a regular basis (weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly). In this context, they are encouraged to explore and 
share their faith.

This first focus area fosters belonging. Through gathering, 
the Circle leaders seeks to invite individuals into a personal 
encounter with the person of Jesus Christ and His Church. 

Three steps to 
missionary renewal

“This is where I really see Jesus working through the people around me. 
It’s so special to gather with people I can share my faith with! 

I am so grateful to have found a second family in them.” 
- Eva (16), Circle Participant



3..Give 
Circles commit to missionary acts between gatherings. This 
includes a commitment to give their time, talent and treasure. 
The mission of the Circle centres around these acts of charity 
and outreach. 

Missionary acts integrated into the Circle sessions include a 
focus on engagement into the life of the Church community, 
including the Sunday Eucharist, as well as sharing their 
testimony and proclaiming the Gospel. 

All of these small acts continue to draw the very identity of 
the Circle to the mission of evangelisation.

Session 1: Encounter
Establish Circle, culture of community and 
initial faith experiences

Session 2: Story
Learn and share personal testimony

Session 3: Love
Explore the truth: God loves

Session 4: Saved
Explore the truth: Christ saves

Session 5: Life
Explore the truth: Christ is alive

Session 6: Spirit
Explore the truth: I am alive with God

Session 7: Come
Invited to encounter and enter relationship 
with Christ

Session 8: Go
Formed for missionary discipleship

1. Gather Establish community and share experiences since last 
Circle. If possible, gather with food.

2. Pray Gather as a Circle. Begin with the opening prayer. 

3. Read Prayerfully read the Scripture aloud. Pause for 
reflection. Read again. Share initial reflections.

5. Share Share experiences including discussion questions.

4. Reflect Read aloud the reflection, designed to stimulate 
conversation. 

7. Act Identify key actions for both personal spiritual growth 
and missionary outreach.

6. Pray Finish with intercessory prayer.

+ Extension resources: scriptures, teaching, interactive 
and reflection activities.

Formation and Mission Program 
The formation and mission program provided seek to support the Circle to explore the kerygmatic Gospel 
and be engaged into the life and mission of the Church. 

Further programs that explore questions of faith, prayer, ethics and mission are soon to be released.

Initial Formation and 
Mission Program

Circle
Structure



© Belong 2021

Inspiring extraordinary renewal 
in the Catholic Church.

BELONGCIRCLES.COM
@BELONGRESOURCE
HELLO@BELONGRESOURCE.COM

Become a part of our story.
Where you Belong.


